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she says, systemically raped by the military
as part of their campaign of fear. That stuff
has got to end in order for me to feel
comfortable with any other policy toward
Burma.

And that’s a—this is a priority. In other
words, there’s—and others have different
priorities. And so therefore, it’s hard to find
common ground, but we’ll continue to try
to do so.

Okay, last—yes. Then I got to go to the
games. [Laughter] I'm cheering the Amer-
ican Olympic team.

U.S. Foreign Policy in Asia

Q. I'm going tonight too, sir. You have
the conviction and idea to bring freedom
and democracy to Burma, but some people
would say that the United States doesn’t
have much strategic interest in Burma, un-
like Afghanistan. Where does Burma fit in,
sir?

The President. 1 think so long as there’s
human suffering like there is here in
Burma, then this will be of strategic impor-
tance to the United States. Look, no ques-
tion, we've got a lot of issues on our platter,
but I think about Burma a lot. Maybe one

reason why is my wife was such a activist
on the subject.

But nevertheless, I gave a speech today
in Thailand that talked about how America
is, in many ways, a Pacific nation, and that
I think—I know the center of gravity of
a lot of policy is shifting to the Far East.
And therefore, Burma—the Burmese issue
is—will be an integral part of any Far East-
ern policy. And no question, America’s stra-
tegic interests lie in a lot of places, but
they lie here as well. And so long as this
issue festers, then it will have the attention
of the American policymakers.

Thank you all for your time. Very good
job.

Q. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The interview began at 1:38 p.m. at
the U.S. Ambassador to Burma’s residence.
In his remarks, the President referred to Sen-
ior Gen. Than Shwe, Chairman, State Peace
and Development Council of Burma; Aung
San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League
of Democracy in Burma; and President Hu
Jintao of China. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Statement on the 10th Anniversary of Terrorist Attacks Against U.S.

Embassies in Africa
August 7, 2008

Today marks the tenth anniversary of the
Al Qaida terrorist attacks against U.S. Em-
bassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and
Nairobi, Kenya. In Dar es Salaam, the ter-
rorists killed 11 people and wounded more
than 85 others. The blast in Nairobi killed
218 people and injured approximately
5,000. We remember today those who lost
their lives or were injured in the attacks,
their families, and their loved ones.

The attacks in East Africa are brutal ex-
amples of Al Qaida’s tactics in its war
against innocent people worldwide, carried
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out in the heart of two African capitals
without regard to the race, creed, or na-
tionality of the victims. This has been Al
Qaida’s method for more than a decade,
indiscriminately attacking civilians through-
out the world. The attacks in Kenya and
Tanzania remind us that Al Qaida and its
terrorist affiliates continue to want to attack
the United States and our allies. This anni-
versary reinforces the need to confront the
terrorists, to work with our allies to bring
them to justice, and to prevent such attacks
from happening again.
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Remarks at a Dedication Ceremony for the United States Embassy in

Beijing, China
August 8, 2008

Thank you, sir. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. [Laughter] It is quite an honor to
be introduced by your dad. This has got
to be a historic moment: father and son,
two Presidents, opening up an Embassy.
I suspect it’s the first, although I must con-
fess, I haven’t done a lot of research into
the itinerary of the Adams boys. [Laughter]

My dad was a fabulous President. And
I tell people one reason why was not only
did he know what he was doing, he was
a fabulous father.

Mr. Ambassador, honored guests: Laura
and I, my brother and my sister are proud
to be here with our dad as we open and
dedicate this new Embassy.

No doubt, this is an impressive complex.
To me it speaks of the importance of our
relations with China. It reflects the solid
foundation underpinning our relations. It
is a commitment to strengthen that founda-
tion for years to come.

I thank all those who designed and built
the Embassy and all those who work here
to advance the interests and values of our
great Nation. Dad and I are honored that
Councilor Dai has joined us, and Minister
Xie; Ambassador Zhou, who, by the way,
opened a new Chinese Embassy in Wash-
ington, DC, designed by I.M. Pei, a couple
weeks ago.

We appreciate our friend Anne Johnson
being here, director of the Art in Embas-
sies Program. Dr. Kissinger, thanks for
coming.

It takes a special band to open the Em-
bassy. Out of west Texas—Odessa, Texas,
for that matter—the Gatlin boys are with
us today. I thank the Red Poppies. Thank
you for your talent.

And finally, T want to pay tribute to
Sandy Randt, who has done a fabulous job
as our Ambassador to China. Sandy, thank
you and—Japplause].

We're proud to be here with those citi-
zens of ours who work at the Embassy,
and we say thanks to the Chinese nationals
who make our Embassy go as well.

I'm honored to represent the United
States at this opening ceremonies of the
Olympic Games here in Beijing. And I'm
looking forward to cheering our athletes on.
Mr. Ambassador, I'm not making any pre-
dictions about medal counts, but I can tell
you the U.S. athletes are ready to come
and compete in the spirit of friendship.

You know, during my last visit here, I
had the opportunity to break in the moun-
tain biking course. I was so proud of my
efforts, I told Laura I was thinking about
entering the competition mysell. [Laughter]
She reminded me they don’t give any med-
als for last place. [Laughter]

Tonight the Olympic torch will light the
home of an ancient civilization with a grand
history. Thousands of years ago, the Chi-
nese people developed a common language
and unified a great nation. China became
the center for art and literature, commerce
and philosophy. China advanced the fron-
tiers of knowledge in medicine, astronomy,
navigation, engineering, and many other
fields. And the Chinese are even said to
have invented the parachute, something for
which the 41st President is very grateful.

We share a long history. The first Amer-
ican ship arrived in China just after the
year we won our independence. World War
II, Americans and Chinese fought side by
side to liberate this land from Imperial
Japan. We all remember very clearly, Dr.
K, when President Nixon came to Beijing
to begin a new era of dialogue between
our nations. You might remember that
yourself. [Laughter]
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